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ESSL spring seminars: early bird rates until 31 December 

 
We would like to advertise the following seminars that can still be booked for reduced 
rates until the end of this month:  
 
Our cornerstone seminar “Forecasting Severe Convection I” by Dr. Tomáš Púčik from 
25 to 29 March 2019, which combines lectures with practical forecasting exercises. 
When this seminar was last held in October, it received a very high mean participant 
grade of 9.9 (on a scale from 0 to 10). Join and boost your ability in forecasting 
severe convection! 
 
Our specialized seminar “Aviation Forecasting of Severe Convection” by Dr. Tomáš 
Púčik from 8 to 12 April 2019. In the past years a growing demand for this forecasting 
course tailored to aviation forecasters, evolved. At this moment, there are only 3 
places left for this course. For autumn 2019 there is another such seminar planned.  
 
Our high-level seminar “Dynamics and Prediction of Severe Convection” (Forecasting 
Severe Convection II) combines lectures from leading tornado and severe weather 
researcher Prof. Yvette Richardson from Penn State University in the USA, which 
practical forecasting exercises. This seminar is especially suited for advanced 
European forecasters, such as shift leaders, warning meteorologists, and to 
advanced students of meteorology and academic researchers with an interest in 
forecasting.  
 
The full and current activities calendar can always be found on our website: 
www.essl.org   
 
For those of you who are unsure which seminar to attend we desinged a self-
assessment Quiz. Try it out!  
 
For more information, feel free to contact us at events@essl.org 
 
 
  

http://www.essl.org/
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 Upgrade of severe weather database ESWD 

Based on feedback from ESWD users collected at meetings in November 2017 and 
the ESWD User Forum in March 2018, the European Severe Weather Database has 
been updated to Version 4.4. A number of changes have been made, particularly to 
the submission form. The most important changes are: 

1. Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan were added, so it is 
possible to enter reports for these countries. ESSL aims to learn more about storms 
in Central Asia. 

2. The submission form has been simplified substantially. 

3. Place and time accuracy have become required fields. 

 

4. Funnel clouds cannot be submitted into ESWD anymore. 

5. The country can now be changed in the submission form. 

6. Impacts of the event can now be indicated by ticking checkboxes. Each type of 
severe weather has a different set of impacts that can be selected. This step 
streamlines the reporting of impacts into the ESWD, and makes it easier to 
compile statistics of severe weather impacts of the storms across Europe. 

An updated version of the submission form. Time and place accuracy (in red boxes) are now required fields. 
Dropdown menu can be accessed by clicking at "More Details". 

http://www.eswd.eu/
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New Executive Board elected 

 
At the recent General Assembly in November, the ESSL Members elected a new 
Executive Board (EB) to take office on 1 January 2019. While Director Pieter 
Groenemeijer, Treasurer Alois Holzer and Deputy-Directors Kathrin Riemann-Campe 
and Bogdan Antonescu were re-elected for another period of 3 years, Michou Baart 
de la Faille was elected as a new Deputy Director. 
 

Baart de la Faille is from Utrecht in the Netherlands and 32 
years old. She is a general aviation forecaster and KNMI 
chair of general aviation position. She contributes to the 
KNMI project for the improvement of its weather warning 
system and also participates in the ARISTOTLE project with 
the goal of delivering global hazardous weather information 
to the European Commission’s Emergency Response 
Coordination Center. 
 
At ESSL she already worked for the Testbed in 2018. Her 
main role within the ESSL EB will be to strengthen ties to 

the National Hydro-Meteorological Services in Europe. 
 
 
 
  

An example of impact choices for a large hail event type. 

New ESSL Deputy Director 
Michou Baart de la Faille 
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Introduction of: ESWD database programmer - 
Zhongjian Liang 

 
We want to give you a view behind the scenes by introducing our ESSL 
employees. In this issue, we would like to introduce our ESWD database 
programmer, Zhongjian Liang. 
 

ESSL: Zhongjiang, what was your first impression about ESSL and its 

activities, when you first got in touch with us?  
 
ZL: That was many years ago, something like 2007. I got to know Pieter when we all lived 
around Karlsruhe. I was very impressed by the idea and first implementation of ESWD. 
Pieter himself implemented the first versions of ESWD, without deep knowledge of software 
engineering, and it served the purpose very well. I always wonder, if I were at Pieter's 
position, I probably would not have had the courage/enthusiasm to implement such a 
software from scratch all by myself. 
 
ESSL: What do you think is the most fascinating part of ESSL? 
 
ZL: The ESSL has a small but versatile and very enthusiastic team around Europe, that was 
quite new to me as one from China at that time. Later, I met Nikolai, Alois, Thilo, Thomas, 
Kathrin and others, it is a wonder that all these people can come together from different 
places, for the passion of meteorology, to form this organization. I think such a thing can only 
happen, because we are in Europe, and meteorology is by its nature without borders. In 
ESSL, it feels like a small EU. 
 
ESSL: Why did you want to start working for ESSL? 
 
ZL: As mentioned, I started working with the ESWD first. When I discussed with Pieter about 
the ESWD, I realized immediately that I can improve some parts of it. As a student I was very 
happy to use my programming skills in a real project, learn some new technologies and it 
feels very good and accomplished when other people are using your work actively. One of 
the most active one is Thilo :-) . And I like the environment of ESSL, open, international, and 
very European. The development and maintenance of ESWD became one of my major tasks 
in ESSL. 
 
ESSL: What are the main challenges you see within your area of responsibility within the 
coming year? 
 
ZL: In the realm of software, we now have a new ESWD version online, and we will 
constantly expand/expose interfaces to other partners. It can be challenging to maintain all 
the data flows between ESWD and EWOB, interfaces of ESWD and EWOB to all the 
partners. We have continuously the need to improve the data structure, both from 
meteorology and software perspective, at the same time keep everything running and in 
sync. All these works are of course also constrained by our financial resources and time. 
 
ESSL: Zhongjian, thank you for the interview! 
 

 

Zhongjian Liang 


