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ABSTRACT 

An examination is made of the underlying global infrastructure that supports the capability of Meteorological 

Services to provide warnings, forecasts and related information on local severe weather.  A description is 

given of the present global capability in terms of observations, telecommunications, analyses and research.  

Suggested changes and additions are made in order to improve both national and international services 

particularly in support of Natural Disaster Reduction.   The role of the World Weather Watch is described in 

terms of its support to all countries.    In addition the concept of the World Weather Research Program is 

discussed in terms of its focus in support of severe weather warnings.      
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